
NORTH QUABBIN WOODS QUEST 2012 

Begins July 1st - Ends October 5th 

   Passport AroundPassport AroundPassport Around   

The North QuabbinThe North QuabbinThe North Quabbin   



What is a QUEST?    

How do I use this passbook? 

Quests often show up in mythology and folklore as journeys towards a 

particular goal, often filled with obstacles and challenges. We’ve de-

cided on a fresh take on this idea and have created a series of quests, 

some more challenging than others, that will take you to special desti-

nations throughout the North Quabbin. Using the North Quabbin Woods 

Recreation Map and Guide and clues hidden in rhyming verse, you will 

likely discover amazing places that you never knew existed! 

 

1. This Passport Book 

2. A Crayon, Pencil or Charcoal to Rub Symbols into 

this passport 

3. A copy of the North Quabbin Woods Recreation 

Map and Guide and possibly maps of the location 

you are visiting. These can be found on our  

website or often at the trail heads of the locations. 

4. A Sense of Adventure 

Use clues located in this book to find the areas listed in the Recreation Map 

and Guide. Once you’ve located the quest sign,  use your crayon to rub the 

stamp design  [ located in the middle of the sign ]  into your passport! Take 

advantage of the discounts from local businesses along the way!  Upload pic-

tures of your quest to North Quabbin Woods’s Facebook or Web Page! 

What Do I Need? 

Sponsored By 

The Athol–Orange Rotary Club 

Our Partners for this Quest project. 

                                     The Trustees of Reservations preserve, for public use  

                                       and enjoyment, properties of exceptional scenic,  

                                       historic, and ecological value in Massachusetts.  

                                       Together with their neighbors, they protect the distinct  

                                       character of our communities and inspire a  

                                       commitment to our special places. Their passion is to  

                                       share with everyone the irreplaceable natural and  

                                       cultural treasures we care for. They enjoy and care for 

more than 100 special places – nearly 25,000 acres – all around  

Massachusetts. They are actively building an extended family of friends and 

neighbors across the state that can help in their different ways. 

For additional information on the trustees, their properties or how to get  

involved with them visit www.thetrustees.org. 

Founded in 1986, Mount Grace Land Conservation 
Trust is a private nonprofit organization that  
protects significant natural, agricultural and scenic 
areas and encourages land stewardship in 23  
cities and towns of North Central and Western  
Massachusetts. The Trust's work benefits the  
environment, the economy and future generations. 
Since 1986 Mount Grace has protected more than 

26,000 acres. Mount Grace is looking for members and donations and can 
work with landowners seeking to protect their property.  
Visit the organization’s website for details at www.mountgrace.org. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provide vital public  

engineering services in peace and war to strengthen  

our Nation’s security, energize the economy, and  

reduce risks from disasters. The Army Corps of  

Engineers is the steward of the lands and waters  

at Corps water resources projects. Its Natural  

Resources Management mission is to manage and 

 conserve those natural resources, consistent with ecosystem  

management principles, while providing quality public outdoor recreation 

 experiences to serve the needs of present and future generations. 

To learn about our local Army Corps projects visit  www.nae.usace.army.mil/.  

http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/


ONCE YOU FINISH….. 

If you finish any of these Quests and bring your 

passport into North Quabbin Woods we will  

enter you into a drawing to win gift certificates 

from local businesses and a grand prize of an 

OVERNIGHT STAY at the Clamber Hill Inn and 

Restaurant! 
 

North Quabbin Woods is a non-profit project of the North Quabbin  

Community Coalition working to foster the Creative Economy through 

the promotion of ecotourism, local artisans and cultural events in the 

scenic North Quabbin Region. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering for our project or would like more 

information on the things we do, please do not hesitate to contact us! 

 

northquabbinwoods.org  / 978.544.3332 

office@northquabbinwoods.org  

THE WEEKENDER QUEST 

 
A perfect start for any level. The destinations can all be reached by car and are 

geared toward first time questers, young children and mobility impaired individuals. 

This Quest is comprised of three locations.  

Need a hint? Want to share your journey? Northquabbinwoods.org/quest 

Weekender #1  

You’ve started off right in your questing fix, to find this location 

visit the Rec Map Guide’s number 36! Find the parking area closest 

to where the Frisbees fly, because the imprint for this is right 

nearby. Close to where you begin on the disc golf first tee,  

is right where this imprint will surely be!    

The dam located here was constructed between 1947 and 1949 at a cost of $1.6 

million. It is, however, estimated that the dam has  prevented an approximated $25.6 

million in cumulative flood damages over the life of the dam.  The disc golf course lo-

cated here has an 18 hole course and is free to play.  

FUN FA
CT 



Weekender #2 

To find this spot you won’t need to get dirty, the views are spectacular 

at Rec Map & Guide number 30! Stop at the pull-off and you will see, 

our imprint here is on a tree!  Remember though, don’t be in a hurry, 

the scenery here will leave your eyes blurry. 

Head a bit up the road towards New Salem Center to the New Salem General 

Store [ Recreation Map & Guide Number  65] and grab one of their amazing 

pizzas, grinders or items off the grill! Show them the stamp in your book and 

receive a free soft drink [up to 20 oz.] with every grinder purchase! 

The largest “lake” in Massachusetts, the 

Quabbin Reservoir, was created in the 1930s 

by damming up the Swift River, thereby  

flooding the towns of Enfield, Prescott,  

Greenwich, and Dana, as well as parts of 

New Salem, whose residents were bought 

out. Today the reservoir provides fresh water 

for all of Boston and a large number of  

other eastern cities and towns.  

Supreme #8 

To this next location your must careen, as you find your way to Rec Map 

and Guide fifteen.  Wetlands and forest here you will find, this last loca-

tion is truly divine. Once you cross over the head waters of Popple 

Camp Brook, make sure you keep your eyes up and take a look. For 

there, on a tree our imprint will be found, and the winner of your quest 

you will surely be crowned! 

This is the site of Mount Grace’s sustainable forestry project funded by the federal Wild-
life Habitat Incentives Program. The project, compliant with Forest Stewardship Council 

(FSC) guidelines, was planned and reviewed as part of Mount Grace’s application for 
green certification here. This Sanctuary encompasses a series of fragile wetlands and the 

headwaters of the lovely Popple Camp Brook .  Large hemlock stands , stone walls and 
rocky terraces are some of the things you will find along the trail. The moist, cool  

conditions create good habitat for interesting plants like Christmas fern.  Be careful of 
your footing on the rocks and small bridges that guide you through this property. 



Supreme #7 

This river has served us since the old days of yore; you’re embarking on 

a journey to Rec Map and Guide number twenty-four. From Pequiog to      

Rowlands to Miller and his brethren, you’re looking for the imprint at 

the paddle stop after seven. Think hard how important this river still is, 

and all the prosperity it continues to give.  

 MRWC began a project in 2011 to encourage people to discover the Millers Watershed. 
A Blue Trail is where the water is the path and a watercraft is the means of exploration. 
Blue Trails (also known as blueways or water trails) are a dedicated stretch of river that 
enjoys special clean water safeguards and is a destination for fishing, boating and other  
recreation. Just as hiking trails are designed to help people explore the land, blue trails 
help people discover rivers. Blue trails provide a fun, exciting way to get kids outdoors, 

connect communities to treasured landscapes, and are economic drivers benefiting local 
businesses and quality of life. 

Head to Orange Center a few blocks 

away and stop in for some gear at 

Trail Head [ rec guide number  89] 

show them your stamp and get 15% 

off your total purchase!! 

Weekender #3 

To find this spot you’ll have to find the block on the grid listed H-2 

on the Map. Here you can picnic, swim, explore or even take a nap. 

Once you find the entrance to this beautiful place, drive down the 

road, it’s not a race! The imprint you will find before you reach the 

parking lot for this special place! 

This property is a section of the Army Corps of Engineers Birch Hill Flood Control  

Project. The Department of Conservation and Recreation [DCR], via Otter River State 

Park staff, manages 4,221 acres of Corps land for recreational use. Located in         

Winchendon, the park has 150 campsites. There is a swimming beach here. Please 

note, if you choose to use the areas here you must pay to park.  



Explorer  #1 

There are so many things for you to do in this slice of heaven, when you 

find your way to Rec Guide number ninety seven. With fields of birds 

and dragonflies galore, walking in this place is never a bore. In the 

parking area from the building behind, you will find our  

location near the trail head sign! 

THE RECREATIONAL EXPLORER 

 
A great quest for families and people of all ages. All of these destinations are located 

at the trail head. Once you have found the location, you can choose a route that 

works for you length-wise. We have included some suggestions.  

 This Quest is comprised of six locations.  

Need a hint? Want to share your journey? Northquabbinwoods.org/quest 

The historic Willis farmstead here, with its beautiful stone walls, is now the home of Mount 

Grace Land Conservation Trust and a showcase of native plant species that serve the needs of 

wildlife. Ten acres of open fields laced with loop trails teem with birds, butterflies, and dragon-

flies, and the woodland fringe connects to the much larger (440-acre) Lawton State Forest, itself 

a treasure house of woodlands and ponds.  

Supreme #6 

The adventure lies not in where you’ve been, for now you’re off to Rec 

Map and Guide nineteen. It’s often said that here, our ancestors still 

roam; walk softly and remember that this is their home. Follow the Tully 

Trail to a breath-taking view, where Jacob once stood and  

now so do you. 

This location is one of the gems of the Tully Trail, affording magnificent views of the Tully 
River and Long Pond, as well as of Tully Mountain, Mt. Grace, and the Berkshire Hills to 

the west. By following the rectangular yellow blazes of the Tully Trail one way and round 
yellow blazes the other, visitors complete a 2-mile loop that passes a lovely swamp along 
the Tully River. Halfway along is Spirit Falls, where a stream splashes dramatically down a 

steeply angled slope to Long Pond. (A trail down the slope at this point is strenuous.)  
The source of Spirit Falls is Little Pond, a classic bog of open water ringed by sphagnum 

moss and then by spruce and tamarack; the bog is visible from a pull-off a short way 
south on Rte. 68. 

http://northquabbinwoods.org/entries/6
http://northquabbinwoods.org/entries/6
http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/130
http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/45
http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/30


Supreme #5 

There’s no ranch here, but it’s beautifully green, you’re on your way to 

Rec Map and Guide number 17. Beautiful foliage and flowers abound, 

the kind that makes a botanist’s heart speak profound. When you 

reach the boundary with the rocks in the road, head to the left to find 

your code. You will find the stamp amidst nature’s glorious calls, just 

after you pass the beauty of Lynne’s Falls. 

Hidden Valley was the vacation and research camp of 
Dr. Arthur Cronquist, who made immense contributions 
to the study of New England’s flora. Tucked within the 
larger Wendell State Forest, it is today a 66-acre gem 

with spectacular rock cliffs and a diverse forest. A spur 
trail to the left of a dedication plaque on a rock leads to 

the seasonal Lynne’s Falls, named for Cronquist’s 
daughter. A blue-blazed loop trail, for a while sharing 
the path of the white-blazed Metacomet-Monadnock 

(M&M) Trail, skirts Lyons Brooks and offers evidence of 
forest change caused by the 1938 hurricane, a 1980 
outbreak of gypsy moths, and a selective timber cut. 

Explorer #2 

The sights you will see are truly divine, when you get to the Rec Map 

and Guide number nine. Find the parking area that is on Doane Hill 

Road, with the accessible path ready for any mode. Find our imprint as 

you enter, but keep walking, you won’t regret the venture! 

While this property is owned by The Trustees of  

Reservations, the lower falls overlook can be reached 

from Doane Hill Road by a universally accessible trail 

on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers property.  The trail 

was constructed in 2010 in a partnership between the 

two organizations.  This family-friendly trail brings you 

to a scenic view of this popular waterfall.  The smooth, 

hard-packed trail surface is suitable for strollers and 

wheelchairs, but its slope may be challenging for 

some.  The waterfall is formed by Lawrence Brook just 

before it flows into Tully Lake.  Tully Lake was created 

in 1966 when the Corps of Engineers held a perma-

nent recreation pool behind Tully Dam.  The trail to 

Lower Doane’s Falls lies within the dam’s reservoir 

area and may be flooded when the dam stores water 

to prevent damages downstream.  Most of the time, 

the trail is dry, and allows you to enjoy a cool, peaceful 

spot where you can sit and experience the beauty of  

cascading water. 

http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/48
http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/126
http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/126


Explorer #3 

You will be feeling quite alive, when you see the trails and sights at Rec 

Map and Guide number 5! Observation towers, ponds, rivers, and views 

are all part of the things here you can do. Miles of trails, perfect for any 

day, allowing you to see the sights in any way. Find our imprint near the 

parking area display; your halfway through this quest, so shout Hooray! 

A strenuous climb takes visitors to Round Top, at 1,278 feet Athol’s second highest 

hill, and to Warren’s Vista, each with panoramic views of the valleys around. Other 

easy to moderate hiking trails lead to the Newton Reservoir, no longer a water supply 

but still a lovely pond; to Duck Pond, a haven for waterfowl; to the Ox Bow, a curve in 

the river and a popular picnic spot; and to a magnificent wetland known as Thousand-

Acre Swamp.  

Has all this traveling made your car dirty? 

Head towards Orange to the House of Wax 

Car Wash and Detail Center [Rec Guide  

Number 91 ]. Wash your car in a more 

“green” manner with pollution control and 

resource conservation. The House of Wax will 

give you HALF OFF a deluxe car 

wash with this passport stamp. 

Supreme #4 

Thoreau’s Walden was great, but our Long is straight. Now you’re  

looking for Rec Map and Guide number thirty eight. You can reach this 

spot by boating or walking, but keep a sharp eye, don’t get lost in your 

 talking. There are two imprints, one for the trail and one for rowing; it 

simply depends on which way you’re going.  

  This pond is a 47-acre natural pond that lies within the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Tully Dam reservoir area.  It can be reached by canoe or kayak from the Tully River, or by 
foot or bicycle from the Tully Trail.  This shallow pond is home to a variety of wildlife and 
aquatic vegetation.  It lies along the western side of a steep ridge known as Jacob’s Hill, 

from which a scenic point owned by The Trustees of Reservations (TTOR) looks down 
upon it.  After your trek, Long Pond offers a peaceful place for a rest, especially along the 

eastern shore where Spirit Brook tumbles down the ridge from TTOR’s Spirit Falls. 

Take a spin over to Serendipities Dairy Bar [Rec 

Guide number 66] after you enjoy this beautiful 

spot. You can get a medium soda with any      

dinner purchase and .50 cents off the purchase 

of any ice cream with this rubbing! 

http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/157
http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/157


Supreme #3 

We know you enjoy being out in the sticks, that’s why we know you’ll 

like Rec Map and Guide number six. Two hundred years of quiet  

farming life has left cart roads - some as thin as a knife. Imagine the 

people at one point who did walk, on their way, every day to  

King Philip’s Rock. 

King Philip’s Rock along the bank of the Millers River is a 
historical site and meeting ground for the Narragansett’s 

tribal council in the 1600s. Metacomet (known by the 
English as “King Philip”) was Chief of the Narragansetts 

and leader of the Wampanoag Confederacy. He met with 
English settlers at this landmark to negotiate policies and 

use of land. King Philip’s Rock was the initial site for  
bargaining amongst the settlers and Native American  

inhabitants before it lead to conflict and war in 1675 in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts. The site lies within the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers Birch Hill Dam reservoir area, 
which is leased to the Massachusetts Department of  

Conservation and Recreation [DCR] . When the reservoir 
area is not being used to store flood waters, it provides 

over 4,000 acres of open space for public recreation.  

Explorer #4 

 In this adventure you’ll have to delve, to find the spot at Rec Map and 

Guide number twelve. Go to the parking lot with your troop, that sits 

near the path of the Bear Loop. Walk down the path and look for the 

little bridge, our imprint sits there to welcome you on your voyage! 

Make a trip down the road into North Quabbin Woods [Rec Guide Number 98] 

located in the center of downtown Orange and get  

20% off one regularly priced item.  



Explorer #5 

You may want to go to this place again, once you reach the Rec Map 

and Guide number ten. Laurel, maple, white pine and turkeys galore, 

are the things you will see if you stay to explore. Head through the field 

and to the left you will stay; a path into the woods is where you’ll 

find our display. 

The 33-acre  preserve offers a quiet, one-mile loop trail 
that begins in an open field, climbs a rocky hill with a 
wonderful view, and then passes through woodland 

and down to a maple swamp. The return journey cuts 
through a forest of huge white pine, graced with the 
mountain laurel for which the preserve is named. In 
mid-June the area glows with the laurel’s pink buds 

and white flowers. 

Supreme #2 

This hike will remind you that you’re so alive, while you find your way to 

the top of Rec Map and Guide number twenty five. For a hundred years 

it kept a good watch, to make sure nothing happened in this favorite 

notch. Keep your eyes peeled for a place of power, you’ll find the sign 

at the base of a tower. 

At 1,617 feet above sea level, this mountain is the highest point of Mount Grace State 
Forest and, indeed, of the whole North Quabbin region. It was a popular downhill ski area 

for several decades during the mid-20th century. The now unused fire tower atop the 
mountain affords breathtaking views of Sunny Valley in Winchester, New  

Hampshire; Mount Monadnock in Jaffrey, New Hampshire; part of the charming center of 
the town of Warwick; and ridges, fields, and forests galore. 

 

Take a spin into Orange Center and grab some 

lunch at the Miller’s River Café [ Rec Map and 

Guide Number 64 ]. Take $1.00 off any sandwich 

or sandwich special with your stamp from this 

place. 

http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/115
http://www.northquabbinwoods.org/entries/115


Supreme #1 

This wonderful journey is a slice of heaven, look on the Rec Map and 

Guide for location seven. When you get to the place you have to be, 

you’ll have walked from twenty five to forty three. Look for the imprint 

from the house long ago, where all that is left is its cellar hole. 

THE OUTDOOR SUPREME 

This quest is for the outdoor adventurer. All of these destinations are within the hike. 

Most of these locations include moderate hikes to some of the region’s most  

stunning scenic areas.  

 This Quest is comprised of eight locations.  

Need a hint? Want to share your journey? Northquabbinwoods.org/quest 

Explorer #6 

We’re sure you’ll want to take lots of pics, when you get to Rec Map and 

Guide number 6! Drive over the tracks and take a quick right,  

the parking lot will then appear in your sight.  The information kiosk is 

where you need to look, to get the next rubbing you will need for your 

book! Head down the road and you will view the dam; its beauty will  

astound you — you won’t want to scram! 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers built this dam from 1940-1942 to reduce flood  
damages on the Millers and Connecticut Rivers. The dry-bed reservoir only stores water 

for flood events and can hold 5.3 inches of rainfall runoff from its 175 square-mile  
drainage basin.  It has never reached full capacity, but came closest in April 1987 when 

the reservoir reached 33.8 feet or 81% full.   
 

A side benefit of the dam is that the 4,384-acre reservoir area provides open space for 
public recreation. Since 1976, the Corps of Engineers has leased most of the reservoir 
area (4,221 acres) to the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 

(DCR) for recreation and fish and wildlife purposes, including the popular Lake Dennison 
Campground and Day Use Area.  Under the supervision of DCR, the Massachusetts  

Division of Fisheries and Wildlife stocks fish and pheasants and promotes healthy wildlife 
populations within the reservoir area for public hunting and fishing. 



Photos of the North Quabbin Region by Photographers John Burke & David Brothers - Their work is on sale in the North Quabbin Woods Gift Shop at 1 East Main Street - Orange, MA Photos of the North Quabbin Region by Photographers John Burke & David Brothers - Their work is on sale in the North Quabbin Woods Gift Shop at 1 East Main Street - Orange, MA 


